




In 2021, Hina Aoyagi received the most prestigious award in the 

kanji section of the Mainichi Shodo-ten, Japan's largest and most 

traditional calligraphy exhibition, particularly renowned for the 

importance it places on both technical mastery and expressive 

power. Since then, she has also served as a member of the jury of 

the same exhibition.

Hina brings the same care and sensitivity to the performance of 

the calligraphic gesture. Her movements draw on the composure 

of traditional Japanese dance or the fluidity of ballroom dancing, 

while costumes are designed specifically for each theme. Her live 

calligraphy performance, crafted to provide audiences with an 

authentic and deeply engaging experience, has moved audiences 

around the world, in Debrecen in 2024, over 1,500 people rose to 

their feet in a spontaneous standing ovation.

The works of Hina Aoyagi find their place in the lobbies of 

prestigious corporate headquarters and temples connected to the 

imperial family, with a natural tendency to be chosen by 

prominent figures. She occasionally accepts commissions as 

wel l  ̶ and i t  is  not  uncommon for  the businesses and 

establishments for which she has written to flourish over time: a 

sushi restaurant, for example, for which she wrote the name at its 

opening, is today in the international spotlight after being featured 

in National Geographic. Hina, however, gives no thought to these 

outcomes: she simply writes with intention, infusing in every 

brushstroke the meaning of the words and a wish for prosperity 

for all who will behold them.

Gold and black. A simple contrast, yet of an extraordinary 

presence. To express this allure in the world of calligraphy, Hina 

Aoyagi devised works that fuse pure gold leaf and sumi ink, 

presented for the first time in 2020 at the solo exhibition "Sumi 

with a Golden Heart" at the Ginza Gallery in Tokyo. These works, 

appreciated both for the spirituality of sumi ink and the majesty of 

gold, have met with growing success, with an ever-increasing 

number of commissions. Today, this series is widely celebrated 

and beloved as "Hina with the Golden Heart".
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